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PREACH  THE  GOSPEL. 

Mark  xvi.  15. 

This  was  the  command  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
It  w  as  given  to  his  apostles ;  and  through  them  to 
his  ministers  to  the  end  of  time.  Whatever  others 
taught  and  preached,  teaching  and  preaching  the 
gospel  wTas  the  work  assigned  to  Christ’s  ministers. 
44  The  church,”  says  our  XIXth  Article,  “is  a  congre¬ 
gation  of  faithful  men,  in  which  the  pure  word  of 
God  is  preached,”  (that  is  the  first  thing,)  “  and  the 
sacraments  be  duly  administered  according  to  Christ’s 
ordinance,  in  all  things  that  are  of  necessity  requisite 
to  the  same.”  The  error  of  those  who  would  make 
preaching  in  general  of  but  little  consequence,  and 
the  preaching  of  the  pure  wrord  of  God  of  still 
less,  may  be  easily  inferred.  “If  there  are  evils  in 
preaching,  they  must  be  remedied  by  preaching,” 
said  a  holy  bishop.  Jesus  said,  “Let  us  go  into  the 
next  town,  that  I  may  preach  there  also,  for  therefore 
came  I  forth.”  “  Daily  in  the  temple,  and  from  house 
to  house,  the  apostles  ceased  not  to  teach  and  to 
preach  Jesus  Christ and  St.  Paul  said,  Christ  sent 
me  not  to  baptize,  but  to  preach  the  gospel.”  But  the 
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force  of  the  text  depends  on  the  meaning  we  attach  to 
the  word  gospel.  There  can,  of  course,  be  no  dispute 
about  the  definition  of  the  term.  It  means  “good 
news .”  The  point  to  be  settled  is,  what  is  good  news  ? 
It  is  evident  that  there  can  be  no  good  news  to  those 
who  have  not  had  bad  news,  or  whose  circumstances 
are  not  greatly  changed  for  the  better  by  the  intelli¬ 
gence.  After  men  at  the  poles  have  been  for  six 
months  living  in  darkness,  or  in  twilight,  it  is  good 
news,  when  from  the  tops  of  the  mountains  the  sun 
is  seen,  and  messengers  descend  to  the  valleys,  crying, 
“  Arise  and  shine,  for  thy  light  is  cooie.”  It  is  certain 
that  men  must  be  surprised,  delighted,  and  overjoyed, 
or  something  like  this,  by  any  intelligence  which  can 
be  called  good  news .  This  is  true  when  it  refers 
to  earthly  things,  but  much  more  so  when  it  refers  to 
intelligence  from  heaven. 

Men  must  have  expected  bad  news  from  heaven, 
or  that  God  would  punish  sin,  and  that  to  the  extent 
of  the  law ;  certainly  He  had  done  it  in  the  case  of 
fallen  angels  ;  and  at  more  than  one  period  in  the 
case  of  men  on  earth,  both  at  the  flood  and  after  the 
flood  ;  men  must  have  felt  this  to  be  deserved,  and 
must  have  exceedingly  feared  and  dreaded  it.  Then 
to  inform  them  that  God  had  laid  aside  for  the 
present  all  thoughts  of  punishment,  and  that  for  the 
glory  of  his  grace  he  intended  to  offer  a  free  and  full 
pardon  to  the  guilty,  who  should  return  to  Him  and 
believe  on  His  Son,  this  would  be  good  news — and 
this  is  the  good  news  of  the  Bible.  First  intimated 
at  the  fall,  then  distinctly  promised ,  afterwards  set 
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forth  by  types  and  the  sacrifice  of  animals,  and  at 
last,  in  fulness  of  time,  really  and  visibly  manifested  in 
the  body  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  substitute  for  man  and 
the  only  begotten  Son  of  God.  This  is  the  general  de¬ 
finition  of  the  gospel.  But  at  the  outset  of  these  re¬ 
marks,  upon  a  department  of  ministerial  duty  to 
which  we  shall  on  the  present  occasion  confine  our¬ 
selves,  it  is  important  to  observe  to  whom  our  Lord 
delivered  this  command,  or,  in  other  words,  what 
kind  of  men  they  were  whom  Christ  sent  to  preach 
the  gospel.  They  were  converted  men.  That  these 
men  were  “  called”  by  Christ,  and  were  converted  by 
him,  there  can  not  be  the  shadow  of  a  doubt ;  and  in 
the  consciences  of  all  men  of  sense  and  candour,  no 
other  men  ought  ever  to  preach  the  gospel.  Men  may 
affect  to  despise  this  as  cant,  and  deny  in  words  that 
there  is  any  other  conversion  than  baptism,  but  they 
attach  no  sort  of  consequence  to  the  preaching  of 
ministers  in  the  pulpit,  who  live  like  themselves  out 
of  it.  Henry  IV th  of  France  said,  “I  would  willingly 
do  as  my  bishops  and  other  ecclesiastics  say,  but  they 
do  not  think  I  know  all  they  do.” 

The  apostles  of  Christ  had  one  mark  at  least  of 
conversion  ;  they  were  hated  and  despised  by  the 
world;  and  our  Lord  foretold  them  that  they  would 
be,  and  not  only  they,  but  all  who  follow  in  their 
steps,  and  for  the  simple  reason  that  they  were  not  of 
the  world,  but  he  had  chosen  them  out  of  the  world. 
Pray,  said  he,  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  He  will 
send  forth  labourers  into  his  harvest  :  the  word  is, 
thrust  them  forth ,  as  a  stone  is  hurled  from  a  sling. 
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Now,  the  first  qualification  of  an  evangelical  preach¬ 
er  is,  that  he  should  be  converted.  “  Beware 
of  becoming  a  minister,  unless  by  the  grace  of  God 
you  are  prepared  for  it.”  This  was  said  by  a  dying 
minister  to  his  son,  and  an  enlightened  and  emi¬ 
nent  man  he  was.  No  man  taketli  this  honour  to 
himself,  but  he  that  is  called  of  God,  as  was  Aaron. 
In  fact,  it  is  no  honour  to  unconverted  men  to  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  preach  the  gospel.  They  would  consider 
it  a  shame  and  reproach.  They  would  never  consent 
to  it.  They  would  preach  obedience  to  the  law,  or  a 
salvation  by  good  works,  or  a  rational  system  of  reli¬ 
gion.  Occasionally  they  might  preach  Christ,  but  in 
general,  they  would  descant  on  some  popular  themes^ 
or  moralize  about  virtue  and  vice,  life  and  death,  time 
and  eternity  ;  or  if  of  a  higher  calibre,  they  would 
discourse  learnedly,  but  not  evangelically,  upon  the 
various  attributes  of  God,  which  a  Jew  or  a  Pagan 
might  do,  quite  as  well.  Indeed,  who  has  equalled 
the  moral  Sages  of  Mars  Hill  and  the  Tiber, 
or  approached  to  the  sublimity  of  Isaiah,  or  the 
Psalmist  ? 

“A  French  preacher  in  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV.  in 
a  sermon  to  his  brother  monks,  in  which  he  bewails 
their  criminal  neglect  of  the  fundamental  doctrines  of 
the  gospel,  makes  this  candid  confession:  “  We  are 
worse  than  Judas.  He  sold  and  delivered  his  mas¬ 
ter  ;  we  sell  him,  but  deliver  him  not.”  “  Bishop 
Plorsley  characterised  many  of  the  sermons  of  his  day, 
as  inanimate  lectures  on  moral  virtue  independent  of 
Christianity.” 
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None  but  a  converted  man  will  obey  the  command 
of  the  text,  nor  will  he  very  long,  unless  he  grows  in 
grace  as  surely  and  rapidly  as  he  does  in  knowledge ; 
or  unless  indeed  he  has  sagacity  enough  to  perceive 
(what  may  be  discovered)  that  of  all  kinds  of  preach¬ 
ing  this  is  the  most  profitable  in  every  respect  and 
for  all  concerned,  both  for  preachers  and  hearers,  for 
things  temporal  and  spiritual.  The  idea  that  any 
youth  may  proceed  regularly  from  the  school  to  the 
college,  and  from  the  college  to  the  theological  semi¬ 
nary,  and  from  thence  to  the  pulpit,  is  perfectly  anta- 
gonistical  to  all  idea  of  the  gospel  of  Christ.  Were 
the  eleven  apostles  of  Christ  thus  trained  ?  Was 
Paul  thus  trained,  or  were  the  men  among  us  who  are 
doing  the  most  good  in  the  Church,  and  wrho  would 
be  most  eagerly  sought  for  if  a  vacancy  in  a  Church 
existed,  thus  trained?  No,  by  no  means.  We  do 
not  deny  that  there  have  been  exceptions  to  this  rule  ' 
we  do  not  deny  that  men  may  be  converted  after 
they  are  ordained,  as  was  Thomas  Scott  and  Legh 
Richmond.  But  we  verily  believe,  that  it  was  only 
such  men  in  temper  and  spirit  as  his  apostles,  whom 
Christ  would  have  now  to  be  ordained  in  the  Church. 
No  man  can  describe  to  another  the  way  of  salvation, 
unless  he  has  been  saved  himself.  It  is  as  easy  for  a 
true  believer  to  discover  when  the  preacher  is  descant¬ 
ing  on  what  he  has  never  experienced,  as  it  would  be 
to  detect  the  voice  of  a  bird  when  it  was  imitating 
the  language  of  man. 

Brethren,  St.  Paul  said,  “  my  heart’s  desire  and 
prayer  to  God  for  Israel  is,  that  they  might  be  saved.” 


8 


THE  KVANGELICAL  PREACHER. 


I  have  continual  heaviness  and  sorrow  of  heart.  I 
could  wish  myself  accursed  from  Christ,  for  my  bre¬ 
thren,  my  kinsmen  after  the  flesh.  When  do  we  find 
such  expressions  as  those  falling  from  the  lips  of  men 
who  take  up  the  ministry  as  a  profession  l  We  do  not 
deny  that  such  may  become  learned  and  polished,  and 
even  powerful  in  argument  and  eloquent  in  style  ; 
though  we  question  whether,  as  a  body,  they  are  as 
learned  as  those  of  the  evangelical  class.  They 
never  had  the  motive  to  labour  that  these  have ;  they 
never  felt  that  spur  on  their  consciences  which  drives 
a  man  forward,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  to  study 
as  well  as  to  preach.  They  never  saw  the  danger  of 
men’s  souls,  not  even  their  own  danger,  and  know 
not  that  they  come  into  this  place  to  save  those  that 
are  lost. 

The  first  qualification,  then,  of  an  evangeli¬ 
cal  preacher,  is,  that  he  is  a  converted  man ;  and 
the  next,  that  he  is  a  man  of  singleness  of  purpose. 
I  am  aware  that  here  some  may  agree  with  us,  and 
say  this  is  precisely  what  we  object  against  the 
evangelical  clergy  ;  they  are  men  of  one  idea.  I,  for 
one,  am  willing  to  sit  down  under  that  aspersion. 
Yes,  my  brethren,  I  have  but  one  idea  when  I  stand 
up  here, — it  is  to  save  your  souls.  In  eternity,  men 
maybe  made  perfect;  here,  every  effort  is  required 
to  make  them  penitent,  and  after  every  effort  the 
righteous  are  “scarcely  saved,”  (that  is,  they  feel  as  if 
it  was  a  wonder  of  wonders  if  they  are).  After  ob¬ 
serving,  some  Christians  for  thirty  years,  we  do  not 
perceive  that  much  is  attained,  or  that  they  are  even 
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now  perfect.  No,  I  keep  before  my  mind  one  idea — 
I  say  with  David,  “  one  thing  have  I  desired  of  the 
Lord’7 — I  mark  what  our  Saviour  says,  “  one  thing  is 
needful’’ — I  say  with  Paul,  “  This  one  thing  I  do.” 
I  have  one  idea — but  then  it  is  a  most  magnificent 
idea,  or  more  truly,  a  cluster  of  ideas.  Its  length  and 

f'* 

breadth,  and  height,  and  depth,  passes  knowledge.  It 
is  an  idea  which,  when  it  once  gained  admission  into 
the  bosom  of  St.  Paul,  kindled  a  flame  there,  which 
propelled  him  over  sea  and  land  to  serve  Christ  and 
to  save  mankind — which  gave  him  no  rest,  day  nor 
night — set  him  a  work  at  home  and  abroad,  when 
at  liberty  and  when  in  prison. 

It  is  a  magnificent  idea,  and  yet  it  is  as  simple  as 
it  is  magnificent.  It  is  to  save  an  immortal  soul  from 
everlasting  wo,  and  to  raise  it  to  everlasting  bliss. 
An  immortal  (never-dying)  soul — from  the  blackness 
of  darkness  for  ever,  from  everlasting  punishment  with 
the  devil  and  his  angels  justly  deserved,  and  to  raise  it 
to  the  paradise  of  God,  wholly  undeserved,  to  cleanse 
it  from  all  sin,  and  to  cause  it  to  shine  like  the  sun  in 
the  kingdom  of  its  father.  It  is  an  idea  which  eclipsed 
Solomon’s  temple  and  all  its  gorgeous  sacrifices,  the 
wonder  of  the  world,  which  overthrew  all  the  sur¬ 
rounding  altars  of  paganism — which  boldly  met  and 
vanquished  learning’s  greatest  champions  on  their  own 
ground,  and  which,  according  to  the  testimony  of 
enemies,  “  turned  the  world  upside  down.”  But  we 
do  not  mean  to  take  up  your  time  in  generalities,  how¬ 
ever  grateful  it  may  be  to  review  the  early  triumphs 
of  the  cross.  We  maintain,  and  can  prove,  that  the 
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mission  of  Christ’s  ministers  is  simply  and  solely,  as 
far  as  preaching  is  concerned,  to  preach  the  gospel. 
And  what  is  the  gospel  ?  By  the  gospel  is  meant 
those  great  cardinal  doctrines  of  the  Christian  religion 
which  are  commonly  called  the  doctrines  of  grace — 
original  sin  or  human  depravity,  the  doctrine  of  the 
atonement,  the  divinity  of  Christ,  justification  by  faith, 
and  a  new  birth  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  These  are  the 
topics  to  be  brought  forward  and  preached  continu¬ 
ally,  and  here  we  are  at  issue  at  once — but  with 
whom  T  Not  with  Saint  Paul,  whose  Epistle  to 
Titus  contains  these  words,  “  But  after  that  the  kind¬ 
ness  and  love  of  God  our  Saviour  toward  man  ap¬ 
peared,  not  by  works  of  righteousness  which  we  have 
done,  but  according  to  his  mercy,  he  saved  us  by  the 
washing  of  regeneration  and  renewing  of  the  Holy 
Ghost ;  which  he  shed  on  us  abundantly,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour;  that  being  justified  by  his 
grace,  we  should  be  made  heirs  according  to  the  hope 
of  eternal  life.” 

“  This  is  a  faithful  saying,  and  these  things  I  will 
that  men  affirm  constantly,  (that  they  which  have 
believed  in  God  might  be  careful  to  maintain  good 
works.)  These  things  are  good  and  profitable  unto 
men.  But  avoid  foolish  questions,  and  genealogies, 
and  contentions,  and  strivings  about  the  law,  for  they 
are  unprofitable  and  vain.” 

Now,  one  class  of  preachers  admit  these  doctrines 
to  be  true  and  important  in  their  place,  and  to  be  in¬ 
troduced  at  proper  times  and  in  proper  connections. 

We  maintain  that  they  ought  to  be  preached  con- 
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tinually — as  great  seed  truths,  each  one  the  origin 
of  great  practical  effects.  Alas  !  we  fear  that  a 
great  amount  of  labour  in  the  pulpit  is  thrown 
away  by  not  adhering  to  this  rule.  More  than  this, 
we  fear  that  thousands  of  souls  are  lost  and  lost 
forever,  by  ministers  not  preaching  and  dwelling 
upon,  and  explaining  over  and  over  again,  what  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  foolishness  to  Greek  and  Jew — the  doc¬ 
trines  of  human  depravity  and  faith  in  Christ.  Our 
clergy  are  not  trained  for  any  other  teaching  than 
this.  “  Give  thyself  wholly  to  these  things,”  is  St. 
Paul’s  charge  to  Timothy.  They  are  not  trained  to 
be  mere  orators  or  rhetoricians,  or  academical  lectur¬ 
ers,  to  enlighten  men  on  mere  literary  and  scientific 
subjects;  if  they  were,  they  might  make  no  contempti¬ 
ble  figure ;  but  they  are  not,  and  their  ordination  is  a 
solemn  farce,  if,  the  moment  they  are  admitted  to  or¬ 
ders  and  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel,  they  seek  to 
please  men,  either  their  fancies  or  their  intellect. 
No,  all  their  text-books  are  theological  and  evangelical : 
— all  their  instructions  are  in  the  sacred  science — all 
their  studies  before  and  after  ordination  are  com¬ 
manded  to  be  theological — and  as  preachers,  all  they 
are  good  for,  or  ought  to  be  respected  for,  or  ought  to 
be  supported  for,  is  to  obey  their  Saviour  s  departing 
injunction,  to  “  Preach  the  Gospel.” 

One  thing  is  certain,  and  that  is,  that  conversions 
to  God  are  only  to  be  expected  under  such  preaching 
as  this.  And  for  what  are  preachers  sent  into  the 
world,  if  not  for  the  conversion  of  men  ?  It  was  cer¬ 
tainly  the  object  our  Lord  had  in  view  when  He  sent 
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forth  his  Apostles,  and  it  certainly  was  the  object 
which  the  Apostles  kept  in  view;  and,  in  consequence? 
the  world,  as  the  expression  is,  was  converted  to  the 
Christian  faith.  Men  are  the  same  now  that  they  were 
in  apostolic  days  ;  and  if  unconverted,  they  are  more 
hardened  and  less  excusable.  Their  souls  are  just  as 
precious  and  quite  as  guilty,  and  unlike  to  God,  and 
their  danger  is  greater.  “  Wo  unto  thee,  Chorazin  ! 
wo  unto  thee,  Bethsaida  !  for  if  the  mighty  works 
which  were  done  in  you  were  done  in  Tyre  and  Si- 
don,  they  would  have  repented  long  ago,  in  sack-cloth 
and  ashes.”  When  God  devises  an  instrument  as  a 
means  of  turning  men  from  darkness  to  light,  and  em¬ 
ploys  it  successfully,  is  it  likely  He  will  devise  an¬ 
other  ?  “  If  we,  or  an  angel  from  Heaven,  preach  un¬ 

to  you  any  other  gospel,  let  him  be  accursed.”  Or 
if  the  Holy  Ghost  has  chosen  to  descend  upon  such 
preaching  as  this,  and  no  other,  who  are  we  that  we 
should  reply  against  God  1  What  else  should  we  do 
but  preach  the  gospel.  Our  weapons,  said  St.  Paul, 
are  not  carnal,  but  mighty.  It  is  said  men  will  tire 
under  such  continual  sameness.  What  sameness  \ 
There  are  seven  days  in  a  week,  or  one  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  hours.  Through  the  whole  of  these  hours, 
excepting  those  passed  in  sleep,  men’s  minds  are  filled 
to  overflowing  with  the  world — with  subjects  as  for¬ 
eign  from  the  gospel  as  darkness  from  light,  w  ar  from 
peace,  sickness  from  health,  medicine  from  merchan¬ 
dize.  And  can  you  believe  that  one  halt  hour  out 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  hours,  a  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-sixth  portion  of  time  in  a  w  eek,  taken 
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up  in  showing  God's  method  of  saving  men  from  ever¬ 
lasting  wo,  would  tire  them  1  No,  it  would  be  but  a 
seasonable  novelty,  and  desirable  change  of  thought — 
like  taking  a  ride  from  the  city  into  the  green  fields  of 
the  country.  No  sooner  do  men  hear  a  gospel  sermon 
but  they  forget  it.  You  might  as  well  affirm  that 
men,  after  a  while,  would  tire  with  the  air  which  they 
breathe  or  the  bread  which  they  eat,  or  the  water 
which  slakes  their  thirst.  It  is  the  same  thing  over 
and  over  again.  Our  Lord  said,  I  am  the  bread  of 
life,  the  water  of  life,  life  itself ;  without  me  ye  can  do 
nothing.  No  !  brethren,  the  greatest  novelty  you  can 
present  to  a  worldly  man  is  the  gospel  of  Christ,  the 
greatest  news  is  to  tell  him  he  can  have  wine  and  milk 
without  money  and  without  price.  It  is  the  last  thing 
he  thought  of  before  you  began  to  preach,  and  the  first 
thing  he  forgets  when  you  have  done.  Therefore 
God  commands  us  to  give  line  upon  line,  and  precept 
upon  precept.  And  as  for  the  converted  part  of  our 
hearers,  there  is  no  treat  so  great  as  the  pure  gospel. 
St.  Peter  says,  “As  new-born  babes,  desire  the  sincere 
milk  of  the  word,  that  ye  may  grow  thereby.”  No 
consolation  is  so  sweet  to  the  Christian  as  the  con¬ 
version  of  sinners — the  joy  of  Angels  is  then  theirs, 
and  that  is  joy  enough.  Indeed,  it  seems  to  me,  that 
the  gospel  is  to  a  true  preacher  a  great  mountain. 
When  he  begins  his  ministry,  he  begins  at  the  foot  of 
it,  and  all  his  subsequent  efforts  are  to  get  higher  and 
higher.  He  preaches  the  Atonement  when  first  or¬ 
dained,  and  preaches  it  well  or  ill.  He  tries  it  again, 
and  does  better — he  makes  another  attempt,  and  im- 
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proves  upon  the  last- — every  time  rising  a  little  higher 
and  getting  some  wider  prospects.  By  and  by,  he  has 
ascended  far  up  the  mount,  and  is  transfigured — the 
trumpet  gives  a  more  certain  sound — men  tremble  and 
melt,  repent  and  obey  the  gospel,  and  exclaim, 
“Surely  God  is  with  you  of  a  truth  !”  “Men  rise  in 
the  ministry,  not  like  the  lark,  who  ascends  in  a  per¬ 
pendicular  line  just  to  sing  one  song  and  then  fall ; 
but  rise  like  the  eagle,  by  circles,  one  gradually  high¬ 
er  than  the  other,  and  each  successive  circle  nearer 
to  the  great  orb  of  day.”  The  view  I  take  of  the 
doctrines  of  the  gospel  is,  that  they  are  so  many  di- 
v.inely-wrought  weapons  of  war,  like  the  bow  and  the 
arrow,  the  sword  and  the  spear.  They  are  put  into 
our  hands  for  use,  not  for  admiration.  We  are  not  to 
preach  about  the  sword,  but  to  use  it ;  not  to  praise 
and  admire  the  spear,  but  to  hurl  it ;  not  to  polish  up 
the  trumpet  and  be  proud  of  it,  but  to  blow  it ;  not  to 
proclaim  our  commission,  and  authority,  and  to  dispute 
with  God’s  friends  about  it,  but  to  do  battle  against 
God’s  open  enemies — saying,  in  the  spirit  of  David, 
to  every  champion  of  mere  learning,  “  I  come  to  thee 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel.”  Such,  my 
brethren,  was  the  youthful  preacher,  who,  like  David 

with  his  sling  and  stone,  for  one  year  stood  up  here 

% 

and  preached  the  gospel.  His  first  text  was,  “  If  any 
man  sin,  we  have  an  advocate  with  the  Father,  Jesus 
Christ  the  righteous  and  his  last  was,  “  Christ  is  all 
in  all and  all  between  the  first  and  the  last  were 
eminently  evangelical.  In  the  choice  of  subjects  and 
in  the  treatment  of  them,  our  friend  resembled  anoth- 
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er  young  minister  who  preceded  him  first  in  this  same 
pulpit,  and  then  in  the  grave — Mr.  Duy  ;  and  their 
bodies  both  lie  near  together,  awaiting  the  resur¬ 
rection  of  the  just.  If  there  was  any  fault  in  my 
young  associate,  it  was  that  he  depended  too  ex¬ 
clusively  upon  a  statement  of  the  truths  themselves, 
and  not  enough  on  the  weight  of  his  own  words,  and 
the  feelings  with  which  they  were  uttered.  But  even 
here  he  acted  upon  principle.  While  discoursing  on 
those  great,  sublime,  and  soul-stirring  truths,  he  kept 
a  bridle  on  himself,  lest  any  but  sacred  fire  should  be 
offered  on  God’s  altar.  But  such  powerful  machinery 
as  was  lodged  in  his  bosom  would,  in  time,  have 
warmed  up  his  heart  and  greatly  increased  the  earnest¬ 
ness  of  his  manner.  O  how  earnestly  would  he  plead 
now,  if  he  was  permitted  to  descend  into  this  pulpit 
and  preach  again  the  everlasting  gospel !  knowing  the 
terrors  of  the  Lord,  and  the  glories  of  Heaven,  how 
would  he  persuade  men  !  Is  it  too  great  a  flight  of 
fancy  to  suppose  those  two  young  ministers  of  St. 
Ann’s,  so  soon  cut  off  and  summoned  away,  Duy  and 
Clements,  to  be  at  this  moment  engaged  in  a  review  of 
their  residence  among  us.  I  hear  one  say,  Brother, 
we  were  but  half  awake  !  we  were  triflers  in  the  great 
work — like  the  men  around  us,  we  were  occupied  and 
interested  too  much  in  other  subjects  beside  sin  and 
salvation,  science  and  literature,  the  controversies  of 
the  Church,  and  the  courtesies  of  life ;  we  ought  to 
have  cried  aloud  and  spared  not.  Young  as  we  were, 
the  youthful  fire  of  our  spirits  ought  to  have  warmed 
the  old  and  the  cold.  In  season  and  out  of  season,  we 
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ought  to  have  preached  Christ,  and  never  ceased  our 
prayers  and  preaching  until  every  impenitent  soul  had 
turned  to  God.  O  !  if  we  could  but  speak  now  ! 
what  sermons  should  we  preach  !  It  was  no  useless 
conceit  of  the  ancient  orator  when  he  walked  in  the 
groves  of  the  Academy,  to  imagine  himself  surrounded 
by  the  shades  of  the  great  masters  who  preceded  him. 
And  it  might  be  well  for  us,  when  we  rise  in  this  sa¬ 
cred  desk,  to  imagine  the  departed  spirits  of  fathers 
and  brothers  in  the  ministry  as  on  our  right  hand 
and  on  our  left,  like  the  cherubim  which  over-sha¬ 
dowed  the  mercy-seat,  and  whispering,  “  Work  while 
it  is  called  to-day.”  Ah  !  my  brethren,  if  all  preach¬ 
ers  should  descend  into  this  place,  and  not  ascend  up 
to  it;  if  their  “hearts  were  in  heaven,”  and  they  des¬ 
cended  from  a  throne  of  grace  to  the  pulpits  of  the 
Church, 

“  If  men  who  hold  communion  with  the  skies, 

And  fill  their  urns  whence  those  pure  waters  rise, 

Should  come  and  mingle  with  us  meaner  things, 

’Twould  be  as  if  an  angel  shook  his  wings.” 

How  instinct  with  life  and  doctrine  their  servi¬ 
ces  ;  how  piercing  and  penetrating  their  reproofs  ; 
how  warm  and  energetic  their  exhortations  ;  how  in¬ 
different  about  ornament  and  polish.  O  !  could  they 
stop  to  lecture  on  earthly  philosophy,  on  the  history 
of  God’s  footstool,  when  burning  revelations  from  his 
throne  are  blazing  all  around  them,  when  God  was 
manifest  in  the  flesh,  justified  in  the  spirit,  seen  of  An¬ 
gels,  preached  unto  the  Gentiles  believed  on  in  the 
world,  received  up  into  glory. 
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It  has  pleased  God,  my  brethren,  that  our  young 
friend  should  preach  the  gospel  no  more.  After  about 
three  years  of  labour  God  permitted  him  to  enter  into 
rest.  He  left  St.  Ann’s  Church  in  the  autumn  of  1850, 
and  soon  after  was  called  to  St.  Paul’s,  Trenton. 
There  he  laboured  with  great  acceptance  for  about 
eight  months,  until  the  30th  of  September  last ;  on 
that  day  he  was  attacked  with  his  last  sickness,  and 
w7as  confined  to  his  room  until  his  mortal  remains  w7ere 
consigned  to  the  tomb,  December  20th.  Nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  year  was  thus  allowed  him,  by  his  Lord 
and  master,  for  the  exercise  and  display  of  the  milder 
Christian  graces.  How7  he  endured  the  trial,  and  it 
was  most  painful  and  protracted,  we  have  been  fully 
informed,  and  I  think  it  will  be  for  our  spiritual  benefit 
to  disclose.  It  was  not  my  privilege  to  see  him  dur¬ 
ing  his  last  hours,  nor  to  witness  the  submission  and  for¬ 
titude  with  which  he  bore  his  sufferings  and  awaited 
his  summons.  A  person,  however,  connected  with 
him  by  a  three-fold  cord  of  blood,  of  grace  and  of  ordi¬ 
nation,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Clements,  a  brother  beloved, 
w7as  a  constant  attendant  upon  him.  I  have  soli¬ 
cited  from  him  an  account  of  these  last  hours.  Here 
let  me  say,  it  seldom  happens  that  the  Church  is  made 
better  by  the  exercises  of  the  death-bed,  because  friends 
are  too  much  absorbed  in  their  grief  to  think  of  pre¬ 
serving  for  others  the  gracious  w7ords  that  fall  from 
the  lips  of  a  departing  saint.  The  exercises  of  a  dy¬ 
ing  scholar,  Christian  and  minister,  described  in  great 
solemnity  and  deliberation,  and  extending  over  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  eleven  weeks,  the  conclusion  of  an  holy  life 
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without  a  spot,  arc  no  common  legacy  to  the  Church. 
In  speaking  of  such  a  death,  we  may  well  employ  the 
words  of  a  religious  poet : 

“  The  chamber  where  the  good  man  meets  his  fate, 

Is  privileged  beyond  the  common  walk 
Of  virtuous  life,  quite  on  the  verge  of  Heaven.” 

Mr.  S.  Clements  says,  “A  more  beautiful  exhibition 
of  the  power  of  the  gospel  of  Christ  I  have  never  be¬ 
held  than  at  his  dying  bed.  A  simple  childlike  faith 
in  a  crucified  Saviour  enabled  him  to  meet  the  King 
of  T errors  without  a  fear,  and  to  triumph  in  the  hour  of 
death.  The  doctrines  which  he  had  preached  to  oth¬ 
ers  were  sufficient  to  sustain  him  even  to  the  end. 
The  beholder  of  his  mortal  struggle  was  ready  to  ex¬ 
claim,  “  O  death,  where  is  thy  sting  !  0  grave,  where  is 
thy  victory  V’  His  sickness  commenced  on  the  30th 
day  of  September,  1852,  the  28th  anniversary  of  his 
birth.  For  four  or  five  weeks  he  had  been  suffering 
from  a  cold,  which  had  given  neither  himself  nor  his 
friends  any  alarm.  The  evening  of  his  attack  he  spent 
at  the  house  of  one  of  his  parishioners,  where  he  was 
very  cheerful  and  appeared  to  be  improving  in  health  ; 
but  soon  after  he  returned  home  he  was  attacked  with 
a  hemorrhage  from  his  lungs.  For  more  than  five 
weeks  it  was  hoped  that  his  disease  would  not  prove 
fatal,  and  that  he  might  again  be  restored  to  health 
and  usefulness.  But  on  Sunday,  November  7th,  after 
some  slight  exertion,  the  violence  of  his  disease 
greatly  increased  ;  so  much  so,  that  it  was  thought  he 
could  live  only  a  few  hours.  When  he  was  informed 
of  his  dangerous  condition  and  the  fears  of  his  friends, 
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he  received  the  intelligence  with  great  composure. 
There  was  not  the  slightest  change  in  his  counte¬ 
nance,  although  he  had  not  been  aware  of  his  dan¬ 
ger.  But  he  said  he  was  resigned,  and  that  he  had  a 
hope  in  Christ  that  he  would  not  exchange  for  worlds. 
He  then  inquired  if  the  news  had  been  broken  to  his 
friends.  He  was  informed  it  had  been.  After  a  short 
interval  he  arranged  his  worldly  business,  giving  very 
clear  and  minute  directions  in  reference  to  all  his  af¬ 
fairs  ;  and  then  turned  his  mind  to  the  great  event 
before  him.  Presently  he  called  for  the  reading  of  that 
beautiful  hymn  by  Cowper, 

“  There  is  a  fountain  filled  with  blood, 

Drawn  from  Immanuel’s  veins. 

When  prayer  was  offered  at  his  bed-side,  his  voice 
was  heard  responding  “  amen,"  in  clear  accents.  On 
Monday  he  seemed  to  be  still  hastening  to  his  grave, 
and  it  w:as  believed  that  a  few  hours  would  carry  him 
into  eternity.  He  appeared  now  much  engaged  in 
his  great  work,  examining  the  grounds  of  his  hope  and 
seeking  strength  from  on  high.  At  one  time  he  said, 
“  I  have  too  much  love  of  self — too  little  of  souls.” 
At  another,  “  O  my  sins  !  my  short-coinings !  my 
unworthiness  !  but  my  trust  is  in  Christ.”  As  hours 
advanced — hours  of  thoughtfulness  and  prayer — hope 
grew  stronger,  and  his  reliance  on  Christ  was  often 
asserted.  As  the  sun  was  setting  in  the  W est,  which 
could  be  seen  from  his  window7,  it  w’as  remarked  to 
him,  “  It  is  a  beautiful  sunset.”  He  added,  “  It  is 
the  last  sunset  I  shall  ever  see,  but  I  am  going  to  a 
world  where  there  is  a  more  glorious  sun — the  sun  of 
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righteousness.”  Very  soon  after  this  he  sunk  so  low  . 
that  we  thought  his  spirit  was  about  to  take  its  flight 
to  its  Creator.  He  bade  his  friends  an  affectionate 
and  touching  farewell,  and  for  a  few  moments  we 
thought  him  gone.  But  he  revived  ;  and  as  soon  as 
he  knew  that  he  was  with  us  still,  he  exclaimed,  “  I 
am  a  stranger  here,  my  home  is  in  Christ.”  When 
presently  told  to  trust  in  Christ,  he  replied,  “I  do — in 
him  alone.”  He  continued  in  a  very  low  condition 
on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  but  not  too  low  to  call 
often  for  the  reading  of  the  Bible,  and  hymns,  and  for 
prayer.  The  hymns  which  were  particularly  dear  to 
him  were,  “  There  is  a  fountain  filled  with  blood,” — - 

“  Rock  of  Ages.” 

/ 

“  Asleep  in  Jesus,  blessed  sleep  ! 

From  which  none  ever  wakes  to  weep  ! 

A  calm  and  undisturbed  repose, 

Unbroken  by  the  last  of  foes.” 

Parts  of  this  last  he  often  repeated  himself.  On 
Wednesday  evening  we  again  thought  he  was  about 
to  depart  from  us.  “  I  hope  to  meet  you  in  Heaven,” 
were  his  words  ;  “  but  I  am  unworthy  of  Heaven.” 

It  was  answered,  “But  Christ  is  ready  to  bestow  it  as 
a  free  gift.”  He  responded  with  great  earnestness, 

“  Oh  yes  !  infinite  preciousness.”  He  presently  asked 
if  we  had  thought  where  we  should  bury  him.  We 
inquired  if  he  had  any  wish  to  express  on  the  subject. 

“  No,”  he  replied.  He  was  then  told  that  we  thought 
of  the  Woodlands  near  Philadelphia,  and  asked  how 
he  would  like  it.  He  answered,  “  I  shall  be  very 
happy  to  have  it  so.”  We  told  him  that  we  intended 
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to  purchase  a  lot.  He  remarked,  “We  shall  all,  then, 
soon  be  gathered  there.’’  From  this  time  the  Wood¬ 
lands  seemed  very  dear  to  him.  The  same  evening 
he  sent  his  love  to  all  his  friends,  mentioning  many  by 
name.  “  Tell  all  my  friends,”  he  said,  “to  seek’ Hea¬ 
ven,  eternity  is  at  hand.”  Casting  his  eyes  presently 
upward,  he  exclaimed,  “  O  glorious  world  !”  “  What 
world  ?”  asked  one  by  his  bed-side.  “  The  world 
that  I  am  going  to,”  he  answered.  After  a  drink  of 
water,  he  added,  “  The  river  is  as  clear  as  crystal.” 
The  hymn,  “  There  is  a  land  of  pure  delight,”  was 
then  read  to  him.  It  was  remarked  to  him,  “  Death 
has  no  terror  to  you.”  “  No,”  he  answered,  “  but 
sometimes  there  are  difficulties  and  temptations.”  As 
the  night  advanced,  it  was  remarked,  “  Christ  is  still 
precious,  is  he  noli”  “Yes,”  he  replied,  “but  my 
mind  is  not  what  it  was,  and  Satan  sometimes  gets 
in.”  He  then  seemed  engaged  in  prayer,  and  pre¬ 
sently  exclaimed,  “Come,  Lord  Jesus!  come  quickly;” 
but  lest  he  might  seem  impatient,  he  added  in  a  mo¬ 
ment,  “  He  does  all  things  well.”  After  this  my 
brother  rallied,  and  survived  more  than  five  weeks. 
At  one  period  much  hope  was  entertained  by  his 
friends  of  his  final  recovery  ;  but  this  hope  he  himself 
was  unwilling  to  indulge.  He  said,  “  I  am  willing  to 
recover,  but  my  mind  has  been  so  made  up  to  die, 
that  I  am  quite  resigned  to  that.”  It  was  a  struggle 
to  part  with  all  that  is  dear  to  me  ;  but  the  struggle  is 
over.  These  five  weeks  were  weeks  of  great  suffer¬ 
ing,  but  weeks,  too,  of  peacefulness,  of  resignation,  and 
of  wonderful  patience.  When  his  sufferings  were 
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most  severe,  there  was  no  exclamation  more  common 
than  this,  “  It  is  all  right — it  is  all  right.”  He  feared 
the  least  appearance  of  impatience,  saying,  “  I  don't 
mean  to  be  impatient ;  it  is  all  right ;  it  is  only  the 
flesh  that  is  weary.  I  long  to  go  :  I  have  always  felt 
sorry  that  I  revived  ;  for  it  was  only  to  prolong  my 
sufferings.  But  I  hope  I  do  not  murmur.  My  suf¬ 
ferings  are  great,  but  God  is  a  just  God,  and  a  merci¬ 
ful  Father.  Perhaps  my  measure  is  nearly  full.”  He 
was  fearful  that  he  should  give  unnecessary  trouble  to 
his  friends,  and  often  did  he  express  his  concern  and 
inquire  after  their  welfare.  On  hearing  the  text,  “Eye 
hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  have  entered 
into  the  heart  of  man  the  things  which  God  hath  pre¬ 
pared  for  them  that  love  him,” — “  1  can  scarcely  be¬ 
lieve  that  such  an  unworthy  creature  is  to  be  admitted 
to  such  glory.  But  I  rely  on  Christ.”  In  a  few  mo¬ 
ments  he  added — 

“  In  my  hand  no  price  I  bring, 

Simply  to  thy  cross  I  cling  ” 

His  mind  during  all  this  interval  was  clear,  but  not 
as  active  as  usual.  He  objected  to  the  use  of  stimu¬ 
lants,  common  and  medicinal.  The  former  he  finally 
directed  not  to  be  given  to  him.  He  wished,  if  possi¬ 
ble,  a  mind  unclouded.  His  entire  dependence  on 
Christ  was  ever  clearly  expressed — “I  rest  on  Christ! 
I  rely  entirely  on  Christ !  I  trust  in  Christ  alone  !” 
These  were  his  continual,  his  unwavering  acknow¬ 
ledgments.  He  spoke  not,  he  thought  not,  of  any 
other  merit  than  that  of  Jesus  Christ. 

While  exercising  his  faith,  death  lost  all  its  terror, 
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and  he  looked  earnestly  for  the  rest  of  another  world. 
To  his  wife  he  said,  “  It  is  hard  to  part,  but  I  hope  to 
meet  you  in  heaven.  Our  friendship  is  sweet,  but 
heaven  is  sweeter.  I  have  had  a  hard  struggle  to  give 
you  up,  but  the  struggle  is  over.  It  is  God  s  will.  His 
will  be  done.”  While  saying  this,  he  made  a  great 
effort  to  raise  himself,  and  tried  to  bow  his  head  in 
token  of  his  submission  to  God’s  will.  He  then  said, 
“  How’  sweet  it  wTould  be  if  wTe  could  all  depart  toge¬ 
ther,  and  not  be  separated  for  a  moment !  But  the 
grave  is  not  repulsive  to  me,  I  can  lie  sweetly  in  it. 
Those  beautiful  Woodlands  !  Albert  Duy  is  there.” 
On  another  occasion  he  said,  “  I  love  to  think  of  lying 
at  the  Woodlands.  I  love  to  think  of  lying  in  my 
coffin  calm  and  cold.  The  grave — wdiatisit!  Our 
bodies  must  return  to  corruption.  They  are  but  cor¬ 
ruption  now.  There  are  thousands  dead  to  one  liv¬ 
ing.  Webster  is  dead,  and  nearly  all  the  great  and 
good  men  whose  works  we  read,  are  dead.  Lord 
Bacon  says,  ‘  The  fear  of  death  as  a  tribute  due  to 
nature,  is  weak.  It  is  as  natural  to  die  as  to  be  born  ; 
and  perhaps  the  one  is  as  painful  as  the  other.’  If 
my  soul  is  with  Christ,  perhaps  I  may  look  down  on 
these  scenes.  I  may  see  my  quiet  resting-place.” 
When  suffering  much,  he  said,  “  I  wish  I  could  w  ait 
calmly  and  beautifully,  without  a  groan;  but  the 
flesh  is  weak.”  When  groaning,  he  was  asked  what 
he  wanted.  He  answered,  “  I  want  to  go  to  the  Sa¬ 
viour.  O  how  1  love  to  think  of  the  grave  !  O 
that  I  could  go  from  this  bed  of  suffering  to  the  arms 
of  Christ  to-night !  What  a  happy  release  when 
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death  comes !  1  think  it  possible  I  may  struggle  and 

die  in  that  way,  but  do  not  think  I  am  afraid.  I  am 
perfectly  willing  to  die  any  death  God  chooses.  I 
would  give  the  world  to  go  to-night.”  We  were 
speaking  of  Christmas.  He  said,  “  I  shall  not  be  with 
you  then.  I  hope  to  spend  my  Christmas  with  my 
Saviour.  My  poor  body  will  be  lying  in  the  grave.” 
We  spoke  of  the  blessed  company  of  Heaven,  when 
he  said,  with  great  emphasis,  “  I  could  not  bear  any 
other — I  could  not  bear  any  other.”  Many  other  ex¬ 
pressions  of  humility  and  faith,  of  hope  and  cheerful 
submission,  might  be  recorded.  But  we  have  written 
enough.  His  peaceful  countenance,  his  affectionate 
tones,  his  tender,  loving  looks,  are  seated  upon  our 
hearts,  never  to  be  forgotten. 

One  evening,  after  the  doctor  had  left,  he  said,  “  I 
hope  the  doctor  has  good  news  for  me  to-night.  I 
hope,  if  he  does  not  say  I  am  dying,  he  says,  I  will 
soon  be  dying.”  He  was  told  that  the  doctor  said  a 
few  hours  must  terminate  his  sufferings.  “  O  !”  he 
cried,  with  great  animation,  “  only  think  !  A  few 
hours — a  few  hours  :  I  am  glad  the  hour  has  come. 
I  long  to  be  with  the  Saviour  !” 

“  O  how  he  longed 

To  have  his  passport  signed,  and  be  dismissed ! 

’Tis  done,  and  now  he’s  happy.  The  glad  soul 
Has  not  a  wish  uncrowned.  E’en  the  lag  flesh 
Rests  too,  in  hope  of  meeting  once  again 
Its  better  half— never  to  sunder  more. 

Nor  shall  it  hope  in  vain.  The  time  draws  on, 

When  not  a  single  foot  of  burial  earth, 

Whether  on  land  or  in  the  spacious  sea, 

But  must  give  back  its  long  committed  dust 
Inviolate.” 
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The  hour  of  his  departure  drew  near.  On  Thurs¬ 
day  and  Friday,  December  16th  and  17th,  his  suffer¬ 
ings  were  extreme.  He  was  patient  and  resigned, 
though  he  prayed  often  for  rest,  and  spoke  sweetly  of 
the  grave.  On  Friday  evening  his  pain  subsided, 
and  he  became  calm,  as  we  had  given  him  opium,  so 
that  he  dozed  much,  and  was  at  times  wandering  in 
mind,  but  never  so  far  as  not  to  recognize  those  about 
him.  At  ten  o'clock  we  saw  that  he  was  fast  failing : 
he  perceived  it  himself,  and  exclaimed  with  a  falter¬ 
ing  tongue,  “Come,  Lord  Jesus!  come  quickly!" 
He  then  raised  his  trembling  hands,  and  endeavoured 
to  unite  them.  They  were  clasped  for  him,  and  he 
seemed  in  prayer.  After  sinking  he  revived  a  little, 
and  whispered,  “  Am  I  still  living  V'  Presently,  with 
a  stronger  voice,  he  said,  “  What  is  death  1  First, 
rest  for  the  soul,  then  rest  for  the  body.  Mark — first, 
rest  for  the  soul,  then  rest  for  the  body."  After  a 
little  while  he  was  told  that  rest  was  near.  He  an¬ 
swered,  “  I  know  that  I  am  falling  sweetly  asleep.” 
He  breathed  his  last  at  a  quarter  before  one  o’clock 
on  Saturday  morning,  December  18th.  So  calmly 
and  quietly  did  his  spirit  take  its  flight,  that  we 
could  scarcely  tell  the  moment  of  its  departure. 
Not  a  struggle,  not  a  groan,  not  a  heavy  breath, 
marked  the  exit  of  his  soul.  It  was  perfect  peace  : 
a  calm  and  smooth  passage  from  this  troubled 
world  to  the  sweet  rest  of  Heayen, — a  changing 
of  faith  for  sight — a  realization  of  all  his  hopes  and 
all  his  prayers  ! 
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“  When  fled  the  spirit  none  might  know, 

By  flush,  or  pang,  or  mortal  throe ; 

There  came  no  sob  nor  sigh ; 

And  less  the  ’parted  pilgrim  seemed 
Like  dead  man’s  corse,  than  one  who  dreamed 
Of  brighter  realms  on  high.” 

It  can  hardly  be  thought  credible  by  a  Christian, 
that  two  such  young  men  as  Mr.  Duy  and  Mr.  Cle¬ 
ments  should  be  introduced  to  us,  deliver  their  mes¬ 
sage,  exhibit  the  mind  that  was  in  Christ,  depart,  and 
be  cut  off  in  the  morning  of  life,  and  no  particular  in¬ 
struction  be  intended.  Aged  and  mature  piety  had 
been  favoured  with  examples  of  the  brightest  light, 
both  in  the  pulpit  and  out  of  it : — a  Christian  bishop, 
who  had  lived  and  laboured  here,  had  departed  to  his 
rest,  and  a  sainted  disciple  of  the  other  sex  had  been 
planted  as  a  tree  beside  this  river  of  water,  and  had 
brought  forth  her  fruit  in  due  season. 

But  the  Church  was  to  be  blessed  with  a  greater  fa¬ 
vour  than  this,  great  as  it  was,  with  the  presence  and  the 
preaching,  the  holy  living,  and  holy  dying  of  bright  and 
shining  lights  in  the  morning  of  life.  Two  young  men 
of  talents,  of  cultivation  and  great  promise,  preached, 
and  lived,  and  died,  before  the  youth  here,  and  though 
dead,  have  spoken  and  said,  “  Be  followers  together 
of  us,  and  mark  them  which  walk  so,  as  ye  have  us 
for  an  example.”  In  the  first  place,  if  we  might  pre¬ 
sume  to  give  utterance  to  the  inarticulate  teaching  of 
Divine  Providence,  we  should  say,  that  God  intended 
to  teach  the  possibility  of  early  piety  of  a  decided  and 
lofty  cast ;  and  secondly,  that  he  meant  to  warn  even 
that  piety,  how  useful  soever  it  might  be,  that  it  might 
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finish  its  earthly  career  at  an  early  period,  and  in  a 
most  unexpected  manner.  These  two  lessons  let  us 
try  to  fasten  on  the  mind. 

First,  God  intended  to  show  the  possibility  of  early 
piety,  and  that  of  a  decided  and  lofty  cast.  There  is 
now  no  lack  of  youthful  members  of  the  Church,  and 
their  accession  is  hailed  with  delight.  They  are  the 
very  bone  and  muscle  of  the  Church.  Our  Sunday 
schools  and  our  seasons  of  confirmations  have  proved 
powerful  means  in  enlisting  the  young  as  soldiers  for 
Christ.  But  the  quality  of  piety  has  not  kept  pace 
with  the  increase  of  its  professors  ;  and  it  is  high  time 
that  young  Christians  should  institute  a  solemn  and 
searching  inquiry,  Who  is  on  the  Lord’s  side  ? — 
Within  us,  a  depraved  heart  is  at  all  times  warring 
against  piety  ;  but  many  things  without  at  this  period 
are  combining  with  those  within  to  reduce  the  quality 
or  power  of  piety.  The  world  around  is  in  the  greatest 
prosperity.  Society  is  growing  more  and  more  enlight¬ 
ened  and  refined;  and  much  more  neutral  ground  has 
been  discovered  and  occupied  by  both  the  Christian 
and  the  world.  Now,  while  we  rejoice  in  the  advance 
of  the  world  to  what  is  rational  and  refined  in  its  amuse¬ 
ments  and  pursuits,  we  rejoice  with  trembling,  wFen 
we  see  the  Church  meeting  it,  as  it  wrere,  half  wTay  on 
this  middle  ground.  There  is  no  use  in  attempting  to 
conceal  or  to  modify  the  fact.  “  No  man  can  serve 
tw7o  masters.”  “  The  friendship  of  the  wTorld  is  en¬ 
mity  w  ith  God.”  “  If  any  man  will  come  after  me,” 
said  our  Lord,  “  let  him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his 
cross,  and  follow7  after  me.”  It  is  high  time  for  the  pure 
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and  spotless  banner  of  Jesus  to  be  unfurled,  and  the 
trumpet  to  sound  a  separation.  “No  man  can  serve 
two  masters.”  The  heart  cannot  be  set  upon  two  ob¬ 
jects  at  once.  We  are  required  to  set  it  supremely 
on  God  and  on  Christ,  who  is  on  his  right  hand,  and 
to  love  Him  with  all  our  hearts ;  and  if  so,  it  is  impos¬ 
sible,  in  the  nature  of  things,  to  mix  and  mingle  much 
with  the  world,  or  worldly  things,  even  in  themselves 
innocent.  We  do  not  mean  to  qualify  what  we  have 
said  :  you  know  our  spirit,  our  principles,  and  our  prac¬ 
tice.  Whatever  these  may  be,  pure  and  undefiled  re¬ 
ligion  we  aim  at,  and  that  is  a  religion  unspotted  with 
the  world,  not  only  free  and  separate — not  only  invest¬ 
ed  with  religious  raiment,  but  without  a  spot  of  worldly 
conformity.  We  say,  then,  that  such  piety  is  possible. 
You  have  seen  it,  and  seen  it  in  the  pulpit,  and  seen 
it  out  of  the  pulpit.  Y outhful,  decided,  and  lofty  piety  ; 
that  is,  piety  living  above  the  world,  devoting  all  its  en¬ 
ergies  to  God  and  religion — not  partly  engaged  for 
God,  and  partly  devoted  to  the  world.  There  was  in 
our  departed  friend  an  entire  separation  from  the  world; 
and  there  should  be  in  all  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ.  Is 
there  no  significance  in  the  fact  that  Jesus  Christ  was 
born  in  a  manger  ]  That  he  was  subjected  to  his 
earthly  parents,  a  mechauic  and  his  family  l  That 
the  rich  and  the  great  despised  him,  and  crucified  him  ; 
and  the  learned  pronounced  his  doctrines  foolishness  l 
We  cannot  enter  into  particulars  in  respect  to  what  is 
to  be  done.  But  this  much  we  see  clearly,  that  a  much 
higher  standard  of  practice  and  retirement  from  the 
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world  must  be  taken  by  young  Christians,  or  they  will 
not  long  remain  true  Christians  :  and  whether  this  is 
the  case  or  not,  they  will  not,  and  cannot,  die  with 
such  an  experience  as  this  our  young  friend  had. 
“  If  I  had  my  life  to  live  over  again,”  even  he  said,  “  I 
would  rise  earlier,  pray  more,  and  have  less  and  less 
to  do  with  the  world  than  I.  have  had.” 

And  this  leads  us  to  glance  at  the  other  lesson  which 
we  are  taught  by  his  death.  It  is  that,  however  pious 
and  devoted,  we  may  soon  and  suddenly  be  summoned 
from  these  too  fascinating  scenes.  Other  lessons  are 
hard  to  learn  ;  but  the  lesson  of  death  is  the  hardest 
of  all.  It  is  hard  to  deny  oneself  and  to  take  up  the 
cross ;  but  it  is  harder  to  lay  it  down  at  the  grave. 
In  life,  all  is  action  and  we  are  voluntary  agents  :  but 
when  the  hour  of  death  arrives,  we  are  passive  :  an¬ 
other  comes  and  binds  us,  and  leads  us  whither  we 
would  not.  O  it  seems  hard  to  die — hard  for  all,  but 
doubly  hard  for  the  young.  We  speak  as  men,  not 
as  Christians.  But  one  thing  is  certain — believers  or 
unbelievers,  that  death  only  is  easy  where  life  is  hard. 
When  it  is  hard  for  the  Christian  to  live,  it  is  easy 
to  die  ;  but  when  it  is  delightful  to  live,  it  is  hard  to 
die.  But  die  we  must — and  die  suddenly  we  may  : 
die  at  twenty-four  years,  or  die  at  twenty-eight ;  die 
after  a  long  illness,  or  die  from  no  sickness  at  all.  O 
what  can  Heaven  want  with  such  youthful  vigour  and 
strength.  Earth  requires  such  labourers  :  the  Church 
requires  them.  Why  not  cut  down  the  old  and  the 
cumberers  of  the  ground  ?  “  Thy  way  is  in  the  sea, 


30 


Tills  EVANGELICAL  PREACHER. 


and  thy  path  in  the  great  waters.”  “  Who  art  thou 
that  repliest  against  God  ?”  Religion  requires  the  la¬ 
bour  of  such,  and  the  Church  the  example  of  such. 
But  God  requires  something  more  :  the  labour  and  ex¬ 
amples  of  hundreds  of  Christians  around,  who  are  now 
sleeping  at  their  posts  ;  and  God  means  to  arouse  them 

providences  as  these.  In 
this  sense  the  death  of  the  ministers  is  the  life  of 
the  members  of  the  Church.  It  says  with  the  voice 
of  a  trumpet  as  loud  as  Sinai’s  trumpet,  “  Work  while 
it  is  called  to-day  !”  “Remember  whence  thou  hast 
fallen,  and  do  thy  first  works.”  It  says  to  you,  Young 
man  you  may  be  the  next  called,  and  what  account 
can  you  give  of  your  stewardship?  Nay,  what  ac¬ 
count  could  others  give  of  your  stewardship  ?  They 
are  the  most  impartial  judges.  Let  us  imagine 
some  youthful  member  of  the  Church  to  have  died, 
and  that  a  true  and  faithful  description  was  given  of 
him  from  the  pulpit.  The  minister  said,  “  There 
was  a  young  Christian,  my  friends,  who  at  an  early 
age  made  a  good  confession — did  run  well  for  a 
time.  But  it  must  be  told,  his  piety  soon  began  to 
decay,  and  prayer  became  a  burden  ;  the  Bible  unin¬ 
teresting ;  the  Sunday  school  unattractive  ;  the  teach¬ 
ers’  meeting  neglected  ;  the  weekly  lecture  reluctantly 
attended  ;  works  of  charity,  visits  to  the  poor,  less  and 
jess  frequent :  at  the  same  time,  all  the  innocent  amuse¬ 
ments  and  gaieties  of  the  world  were  admired,  and  far 
too  many  attended.  Where  is  the  harm  in  this  ?  and, 
Where  is  the  evil  of  that  ?  were  questions  continually 
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asked.  Surely  you  cannot  forbid  this  1  and  surely 
we  may  do  that  1  Such  interrogations  were  put,  if 
interrogatives  they  were — for  such  words  are  in 
general  simple  announcements  of  a  debate  and  a 
decision — we  mean  to  go.  Such  was  this  young 
professor.  The  Church  mourned  ;  the  Sunday  school 
mourned  ;  the  closet  mourned  ;  the  Bible  reproved  ; 
the  circle  of  industry  mourned  ;  Carmel  languished  ; 
Sharon  and  Bashan ;  and  at  last  we  gave  up  the 
point,  and  said,  we  have  laboured  in  vain  and  for 
nought,  but  now  the  night  has  come  in  which  no  man 
can  work.  This  Christian  is  weighed  in  the  balance 
and  found  wanting,  and  the  last  state  is  worse  than 
the  first.  It  would  have  been  good  for  such  a  man  if 
he  had  never  been  born.  O  my  friends  !  can  you  ex¬ 
pect  to  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  unless  you  live 
the  life  of  the  righteous  ?  Can  you  rationally  expect 
to  be  ready  to  meet  the  great  adversary  Death,  and  to 
meet  him  at  any  moment,  and  yet  be  so  full  and  so 
fond  of  the  world  as  you  are  \  Let  the  voice  of  your 
preachers,  both  dead  and  living,  be  heard.  Let  the 
Church  above  and  the  Church  below  prevail  with  you 
to  reform  your  life,  and  to  live  anew  to  God.  You 
promise  at  every  communion  to  give  yourself  wholly  to 
these  things :  to  seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his 
righteousness,  to  keep  your  mind  so  full  and  so  fond  of 
religion  that  you  cannot  be  enticed  away,  by  even  the 
innocent  amusements  of  the  world.  Lay  out  so  much 
religious  work  to  be  done,  that  when  invited  here,  or 
drawn  there,  you  can  say  with  one  of  old,  “  Hinder 
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me  not,  for  why  should  the  work  cease  V’  To  live  a 
Christian  life,  and  to  die  a  Christian  death — to  live  as 
Duy,  and  to  die  as  Clements :  and  this,  even  in 
youth,  will  then  be  counted  a  blessing.  Yes  !  then 
“  Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord.” 


« 


DISCOURSE. 

BY  KEY.  FRANCIS  C.  CLEMENTS. 


BE  SOBER. 

1  Peter  i.  13. 

This  duty  is  so  often  spoken  of  in  the  Bible,  that 
it  must  be  one  of  the  deepest  concern  to  us.  In  not 
much  less  than  a  score  of  passages  it  is  directly  and 
verbally  mentioned,  and  the  connections  in  which  it 
stands  are  various  and  most  important.  It  is  found 
expressly  in  immediate  connection  with  the  most  fun¬ 
damental  Christian  virtues  and  graces — with  watch¬ 
fulness,  temperance,  and  chastity  ;  prayerfulness,  faith, 
and  godliness ;  and  we  are  exhorted  to  practise  it  for 
very  vital  reasons.  But  however  much  stress  the  Bi¬ 
ble  may  lay  upon  this  duty,  all  experience  teaches 
that  it  does  not  exaggerate  its  importance.  Every 
Christian  must  have  learned,  from  his  own  heart’s  his¬ 
tory,  how  much  depends  on  habitual  soberness.  Let 
us  consider  some  of  the  reasons  why  we  should  en¬ 
deavour  to  cultivate  the  spirit  which  is  recommended 
in  the  text.  And  first,  a  consideration  of  our  rela¬ 
tions  and  condition  on  earth,  is  enough  to  show  that 
such  a  spirit  greatly  befits  us.  A  little  such  reflection 
will  show  that  human  life  is  a  very  solemn  thing. 
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One  would  suppose  that  even  a  heathen  might  see 
enough  in  this  life  to  make  him  deeply  serious,  and 
lie  sometimes  has  reproved  Christians.  It  is  a  solemn 
thing  to  be  a  moral  creature,  and  a  subject  of  an  infi¬ 
nite  and  holy  being.  It  is  a  solemn  thing  to  be  a 
probationer  for  eternity.  But  how  much  more  solem¬ 
nity  does  human  life  become  invested  with  when  we 
look  at  the  fact  of  our  depravity,  and  behold  all  around 
us  the  tokens  of  the  Divine  displeasure.  Especially 
when  we  open  our  Bibles  and  ponder  the  awful  reali¬ 
ties  implied  in  our  fall  in  Adam,  and  our  redemption 
in  Christ;  and  which  are  more  fully  and  distinctly 
expressed  in  those  familiar  but  fearful  words — Death 
and  Judgment,  Heaven  and  Hell.  Surely,  if  there  is 
any  reality  in  what  we  experience — if  there  is  any 
truth  in  what  God  has  spoken — if  every  thing  con¬ 
nected  with  life  and  living  be  not  an  illusion,  a  mere 
day-dream,  there  is  great  occasion  that  beings,  such 
as  we  are,  should  be  sober. 

But  not  to  dwell  upon  this  head,  we  remark,  in  the 
second  place,  that  soberness  is  a  necessary  condition 
to  all  other  Christian  graces.  What  is  more  essen¬ 
tial,  for  instance,  to  a  prayerful  spirit,  the  very  founda¬ 
tion  of  all  graces,  than  habitual  seriousness  1  What 
more  irreconciteable  with  such  a  life  than  habitual  or 
frequent  levity  1  How  inconsistent  a  spirit  of  levity 
is  with  a  spirit  of  devotion,  every  Christian  must  have 
learned  by  his  own  experience.  Let  a  Christian  go 
from  the  company  of  the  gay  and  the  trifling,  with 
whom  his  heart  has  been  too  much  in  unison,  into 
his  closet  to  commune  with  his  God :  it  is  then  that 
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he  realizes  how  opposed  the  spirit  of  the  world  is  to 
the  spirit  of  religion  ;  and  what  an  inconsistent,  un¬ 
happy  being  a  worldly  Christian  is,  if  he  is  a  Chris¬ 
tian  at  all.  He  feels  at  such  a  time  a  coldness  and 
languor  of  spirit,  which  are  too  apt  to  make  his  devo¬ 
tions  a  mere  heartless  form.  And  this  is  not  because 
he  has  been  corrupted  by  the  exhibitions  of  debasing 
vices ;  for  he  has  not  been  amid  scenes  of  drunken¬ 
ness  and  profanity,  and  gross  immorality ;  but  it  is  all 
the  chilling  effect  of  an  atmosphere  of  levity.  Leav¬ 
ing  the  wickedness  of  the  world  out  of  the  question, 
there  is  enough  in  its  levity  alone  to  cause  the  love  of 
the  Christian  to  wax  cold ;  and  happy  is  that  Chris¬ 
tian  whose  heart  is  so  withdrawn  from  the  world,  so 
fixed  on  Heaven,  that  the  truth  of  this  is  not  often  a 
matter  of  painful  experience  to  him.  Nor  is  a  want 
of  sobriety,  or  a  spirit  of  levity,  detrimental  only  in 
matters  of  religion.  It  is  totally  inconsistent  with, 
and  fatal  to,  success  in  most  of  our  worldly  under¬ 
takings  and  pursuits.  Let  a  spirit  of  levity  prevail 
among  the  soldiers  of  an  army  during  an  engagement, 
and  the  field  will  almost  certainly  be  lost.  Let  states¬ 
men  meet  together  to  administer  the  affairs  of  a  na¬ 
tion,  and  let  a  spirit  of  levity,  or  any  other  spirit  than 
that  of  soberness  prevail,  and  they  will  make  their 
country  mourn.  And  so  with  men  in  every  pursuit : 
the  general,  the  senator,  the  merchant,  the  physician, 
the  farmer,  and,  above  all,  the  student,  must  engage  in 
their  respective  duties  with  a  sober  mind,  otherwise  all 
their  ability,  all  their  integrity,  all  their  skill,  and  all 
their  activity,  will  be  of  no  profit.  A  little  levity  in 
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the  opposite  scale  will  outweigh  them  all :  it  will  turn 
power  into  weakness,  wisdom  into  foolishness,  and 
labour  into  mischief,  and  the  means  of  success  and 
happiness  into  the  instruments  of  failure  and  misery. 
But  if  seriousness  and  sobriety  are  so  indispensable  in 
our  worldly  pursuits,  how  much  more  must  they  be  so 
in  such  a  matter  as  religion,  where  “we  wrestle  not 
against  flesh  and  blood”  merely,  as  we  do  in  our  secu¬ 
lar  engagements,  but  against  principalities,  against 
powers,  against  the  rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this 
world,  against  spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places.” 
Far  better,  my  brethren,  had  the  soldier  trifled  amidst 
the  flying  bullets  of  the  enemy,  than  the  Christian 
amid  the  viewless  but  deadly  shafts  of  his  spiritual 
foes.  “  Be  sober” — -Christian  friends,  be  vigilant;  be¬ 
cause  your  adversary,  the  devil,  goeth  about  like  a 
roaring  lion,  seeking  whom  he  may  devour.  Be  so¬ 
ber,  be  vigilant ;  for  the  whole  world  in  which  you 
live  lietli  in  wickedness.  Be  sober,  be  vigilant,  for 
out  of  thy  heart  are  the  issues  of  life.  “  The  heart 
is  deceitful  above  all  things,  and  desperately  wicked.” 
We  are  passing  through  an  enemy’s  land.  There  are 
visible  foes  on  every  side  ready  to  destroy  us  ;  and 
there  are  secret  foes  within  seeking  to  betray  us. 
We  are  always  in  danger;  and  then  most  when  we 
suspect  it  least.  The  spring  that  appears  clear  as 
crystal  may  be  tainted  with  poison ;  the  melting  strain 
that  captivates  may  be  the  secret  snare ;  and  the  cool 
and  shady  retreat,  in  a  summer’s  noon,  may  prove  a 
trap  or  an  ambuscade.  From  the  city  of  destruction 
to  the  celestial  gate,  there  is  no  rest  for  the  Christian 
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pilgrim.  It  must  be  all  progress — constant ,  careful , 
toilsome ,  progress.  He  will  be  continually  meeting 
with  fresh  difficulties.  There  is  the  Slough  of  De¬ 
spond — the  Hill  of  Difficulty — the  Doubting  Castle 
— the  Enchanted  Ground — and  Vanity  Fair.  There 
are  many  flowery  by-paths  :  yes,  in  the  language  of 
the  author  of  the  Pilgrim’s  Progress,  there  is  a  way  to 
Hell,  even  from  the  gates  of  Heaven,  as  well  as  from 
the  city  of  destruction.  “  Therefore  let  us  not  sleep, 
as  do  others,  but  let  us  watch  and  be  sober.”  Anoth¬ 
er  consideration  which  we  would  mention,  why  we 
should  habitually  be  sober,  is  the  shortness  and  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  life.  “  For  what  is  our  life  l  It  is  even  a 
vapour  that  appeareth  for  a  little  time,  and  then  van- 
isheth  away.”  And  who  can  tell  how  soon  or  how 
suddenly  his  end  may  come,  since  God  has  testified, 
and  facts  are  constantly  reminding  us,  that  “  in  the 
midst  of  life  we  are  in  death.”  Which  of  us,  how¬ 
ever  young  in  years  and  robust  in  constitution,  may 
not,  ere  another  Sabbath  shines  upon  the  earth,  be  in 
our  grave,  a  poor,  pale,  piece  of  outcast  earth  in  dark¬ 
ness.  “  We  know  not  what  shall  be  even  on  the 
morrow.”  Now  this  consideration  of  the  uncertainty 
of  life  ought  to  make  us  aim  at  habitual  seriousness, 
for  if  any  day  may  be  our  last,  every  day  should  be  as 
our  last.  If  our  departure  is  uncertain,  our  prepara¬ 
tion  should  be  perpetual.  But  what  can  be  more  es¬ 
sential  to  a  preparation  for  eternity,  than  the  spirit 
which  is  inculcated  in  our  text  \  Who  would  wish 
to  have  one  vain  or  trifling  thought  enter  his  mind — 
who  would  not  be  shocked  if  we  should  express  one 
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in  a  dying  hour  ?  Who,  at  such  a  time,  could  find 
any  delight  in  the  fictions  of  a  novel,  or  the  jests  of  a 
gay  companion  1  Every  man  in  his  right  reason 
would  have  every  thing  that  is  volatile  and  worldly 
banished  from  his  presence  and  his  thoughts,  and  go 
into  eternity,  to  meet  his  God  and  receive  his  sen¬ 
tence,  with  a  spirit  of  deep  seriousness  pervading  every 
thought  and  feeling  of  his  soul.  To  meet  death  in 
any  other  spirit  would  seem  to  us  irrational  and  mon¬ 
strous.  But  if  this  is  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  desira¬ 
ble  and  proper  that  a  man  should  die ,  it  must  also  be 
the  spirit  in  which  it  is  proper  for  him  to  live  ;  for 
when  the  month  or  week  begins,  who  knows  whether 
he  will  be  among  the  living  or  the  dead  when  it  ends  1 
Nay,  who  is  certified  that  his  pulse  shall  beat  and  his 
blood  flow  another  minute  ?  O  that  we  might,  all  of 
us,  so  “  number  our  days  that  we  might  apply  our 
hearts  unto  wisdom.”  Whether  we  will  number  them 
or  not,  they  are  numbered ;  and  with  some  of  us  the 
number  is  very  small.  A  few  more  Sabbaths,  and  our 
place  in  the  sanctuary  will  be  vacant :  “  the  dust  shall 
return  to  the  earth  as  it  was,  and  the  spirit  shall  re¬ 
turn  to  God  who  gave  it.”  And  seeing  that  we  know 
not  whose  funeral  knell  it  is  that  shall  be  tolled  next, 
should  we  not  all  be  ready  ]  Let  us,  as  wise  ser¬ 
vants,  “  be  sober  and  watch  unto  prayer,”  seeing  that 
“  we  know  not  when  the  master  of  the  house  cometh, 
at  even,  or  at  midnight,  or  at  the  cock-crowing,  or  in 
the  morning ;  lest  coming  suddenly,  he  find  us  sleep¬ 
ing”  and  unprepared.  Let  us  endeavour  always  to 
live  in  that  frame  in  which  we  wish  to  die.  Let  us 
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strive  so  to  spend  each  day,  that  it  might  be  a  proper 
introduction  to  our  eternal  state.  Then  will  the  king 
of  terrors,  at  his  coming,  be  an  angel  of  peace  ;  and 
as  the  world  recedes  and  disappears,  our  souls  shall 
exultingly  sing,  “  O  grave,  where  is  thy  victory  1  O 
death,  where  is  thy  sting  V ’  But  unless  we  live  so¬ 
berly ,  we  cannot  die  thus  triumphantly ,  for  such  a 
death  is  the  privileged  sequel  only  of  a  righteous  or 
godly  life  ;  and  soberness  is  an  indispensable  condi¬ 
tion  to  godliness ;  therefore  we  are  enjoined  by  the 
apostle  to  live  not  only  righteously  and  godly,  but 
soberly  in  this  present  world. 

If  we  needed  more  arguments  for  recommending 
and  enforcing  the  duty  of  soberness,  than  those  which 
we  have  considered,  we  might  draw  one  from  the  ex¬ 
ample,  as  well  as  the  precepts,  of  Christ  and  his  apos¬ 
tles.  What  a  seriousness  marks  all  their  words  and 
actions  !  They  seem  to  have  viewed  every  thing 
in  the  light  of  eternity.  Life,  in  their  view,  was  but 
a  day  ;  man  was  a  flower  of  the  field  ;  pleasure  was 
vanity;  and  riches  a  snare.  Temporal  things  ap¬ 
peared  such  trifles  to  them,  that  they  were  quite  lost 
sight  of  before  the  vast  and  tremendous  realities  of  a 
holy  God, — of  the  evil  of  sin, — -of  a  crucified  Saviour, 
— of  a  judgment  to  come, — of  a  Heaven  and  a  Hell. 
These  tilings  filled  up  the  whole  circle  of  their  vision, 
entered  into  every  calculation,  gave  tone  to  every  feel¬ 
ing,  and  character  to  every  action.  They  were  “all 
and  all”  in  their  thoughts,  to  the  utter  exclusion  and 
virtual  annihilation  of  the  trifles  and  vanities  which 
engross  so  much  of  our  time  and  thoughts,  and  stamp 
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upon  our  character  any  other  name  than  that  which 
our  condition  and  the  word  of  God  require  in  us. 

Having  considered  the  great  importance  of  the  duty 
enjoined  in  the  text,  and  some  of  the  reasons  why  we 
should  cultivate  the  spirit  there  recommended,  let  us 
dwell  very  briefly  upon  the  manner  or  means  by  which 
such  a  spirit  is  to  be  acquired  and  maintained.  And 
first,  we  would  mention  as  a  means,  although  it  is  of  a 
negative  kind,  the  abstaining  from  too  much  intercourse 
with  the  gay  and  giddy  world  around  us.  And  here 
we  may  be  permitted  to  quote,  from  one  whose  deep 
piety  and  great  experience  entitles  him  to  more  than 
common  consideration.  Speaking  on  this  subject,  he 
says,  “  I  have  often  thought  that  in  the  day  when 
the  eternal  state  of  man  is  to  be  determined,  the  great¬ 
er  part  of  those  that  are  lost  will  perish,  not  through 
any  gross  and  scandalous  iniquity,  but  through  a  dead¬ 
ness  to  God  and  his  love,  in  ignorance  of  their  own 
sinfulness,  and  in  consequence  of  that,  through  reign¬ 
ing  pride  and  self-sufficiency.  Now,  the  one  great 
source  of  all  these  miserable  disorders,  or  that,  at 
least,  by  which  they  are  maintained  and  strength¬ 
ened,  is  keeping  much  company  with  those  whom 
the  Scriptures  mark  out  as  the  vain  and  worldly ; 
not  with  near  relations  or  chosen  friends ;  not  with 
those  for  whom  we  have  any  real  or  sincere  regard  ; 
but  with  those  who  come  to  see  us,  or  whom  we  go 
to  see,  only  because  the  Providence  of  God  has 
brought  us  into  one  town.  It  is  that  which  devours 
infinitely  precious  time,  and  engages  us  in  mere  tri¬ 
fling,  when  we  otherwise  should  be  drawing  near  to 
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God,  and  growing  rich  in  Divine  knowledge  and 
grace.’’  What  Christian  s  heart  does  not  condemn 
him  in  this  matter  1  But  the  great  means  by  which 
a  spirit  of  soberness  is  to  be  promoted,  is,  under  God, 
religious  retirement  and  meditation,  the  reading  of 
God’s  word  and  prayer.  We  may  shun  gay  and 
thoughtless  company,  and  abstain  from  vain  and 
worldly  amusements ;  but  unless  the  hours  thus  saved 
be  consecrated  to  communion  with  God  and  with  our¬ 
selves,  in  our  closets,  they  will  be  of  little  avail.  No¬ 
thing  will  make  a  man  habitually  sober,  in  a  religious 
sense,  but  keeping  his  mind  much  in  contact  with  the 
Bible  truth,  and  having  his  heart  often  in  a  praying 
connexion  with  the  spiritual  world.  And  such  a  man 
as  this  cannot  but  live  soberly.  He  whose  mind  is 
habitually  conversant  with  the  things  of  eternity,  can¬ 
not  set  much  value  upon  the  paltry  objects  of  time. 
He  who  gives  himself  much  to  the  contemplation  of 
God  and  Heaven,  cannot  glory  in  men,  or  take  much 
delight  in  the  feeble,  false,  and  fleeting  pleasures  of 
earth.  He  will  be  so  exalted  by  higher  views,  so-  ac¬ 
tuated  by  nobler  aims,  and  so  animated  by  richer  ex¬ 
periences,  that  the  w  orld  will  be  able  neither  to  frown 
him  into  submission  nor  flatter  him  into  friendship ; 
but  he  will  say  to  that  world,  wTith  a  wisdom  like 
Solomon’s,  “  Y anities  of  vanities,  all  is  vanity and 
with  a  devotion  like  St.  Paul’s,  “  God  forbid  that  I 
should  glory,  save  in  the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  by  whom  the  world  is  crucified  unto  me  and  I 
unto  the  world  and  although  he  may  be  surrounded 
by  levity  and  wickedness,  he  will  live  soberly,  righte- 
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ously,  and  godly  in  the  world.  Let  us  endeavour  to 
cultivate  this  spirit  more  and  more.  How  many  con¬ 
siderations  urge  it  upon  us !  Our  condition,  our  re¬ 
lations,  its  connexion  with  other  Christian  graces  and 
duties,  the  example  of  Christ  and  the  apostles,  their 
frequent  and  earnest  exhortations,  our  own  experience 
of  its  great  importance,  all  say  to  us,  “  be  sober.”  But 
this  advice  may  be  addressed  to  the  careless  and  im¬ 
penitent,  as  well  as  to  the  Christian.  If  you  could 
but  be  induced,  my  impenitent  hearer,  to  give  one  half 
hour  each  day  to  sober  thoughts  on  the  subject  of  re¬ 
ligion,  you  would  probably  be  very  soon  enrolled  with 
the  followers  of  Christ.  It  is  your  levity ,  your  thought¬ 
lessness ,  more  than  anything  else,  that  keeps  you  away 
from  Christ.  And  until  you  begin  to  think  soberly 
about  your  soul,  perhaps  until  you  are  forced  to  se¬ 
rious  reflection  by  some  sore  visitation  of  Providence, 
you  can  never  be  converted  and  saved ;  and  what  if, 
as  in  the  case  with  thousands,  you  should  never  awake 
to  soberness  till  a  dying  hour  ?  or  what  is  worse  than 
this,  you  should  be  cut  down  in  the  midst  of  all  your 
gaiety  and  levity,  without  a  moment’s  time  to  prepare 
for  eternity  ?  In  such  a  state,  how  could  you  appear 
before  your  Maker  and  your  Judge  ?  Could  you 
trifle  then  ?  O  that  the  impenitent  and  the  careless 
before  me  could  be  prevailed  upon  simply  to  look  at 
things  in  the  light  of  sober  reflection.  We  do  not 
now  exhort  you  to  repent  of  great  and  enormous 
crimes,  for  we  trust  you  are  not  guilty  ot  them  ;  but 
we  simply  ask  you  to  be  sober,  to  be  serious.  And 
why  should  you  not?  God  is  serious, — Nature  is  se- 
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rious, — the  cross  is  serious, — Heaven  is  serious, — Hell 
is  serious, — the  universe  is  serious, — all  is  serious,  but 
man — but  the  sinner — the  very  being  who,  of  all 
beings  in  the  universe,  should  be  the  most  serious — 
HE  can  trifle  when  an  angel  would  tremble.  He  can 
be  thoughtless  and  careless  on  the  brink  of  the  grave 
and  on  the  crumbling  verge  of  the  eternal  pit.  But 
why  should  you  banish  from  your  thoughts  those  liv¬ 
ing  and  permanent  realities  of  which  you  yourselves 
will  so  soon  form  a  part  ]  The  die  will  soon  be  cast, 
the  day  of  life  will  soon  be  over,  and  eternity  begun. 
Then  lost  opportunities  can  no  more  be  redeemed. 
Abused  Sabbaths  will  not  return  then.  A  rejected 
Saviour  will  not  then  be  offered — an  aggrieved  spirit 
will  not  then  seek  to  win  the  soul  to  repentance. 
The  possibility  of  a  lost  day — a  lost  opportunity — a 
lost  year — a  lost  life — a  lost  soul — how  imperious  a 
call  upon  the  young  to  be  sober,  and  live  for  eternity 
— to  work  while  it  is  day,  because  the  night  cometh 
when  no  man  can  work. 


